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GENERAL PREFACE

The present edition «f Sri Shankaracharyas
Upanishad-Bhashyvas, is intended for readers who
wish to have at a moderate price the plain tex! of
Shankara’s works vnencambered by commentaries
and sub-commantaries but provided with such aids
to study as a beginner is likely to need in
appreciating the original.

Every volume of the series has been yrovided
with an Introdoction, Short Notes on points of
special interest, References to yparaliel passages
in the other works ¢f the great Acharya, a
Suommary of the Upanishad, and an Index.

It is hoped that the systematic divisicn cf the
text into paragraphs with irndication of important
various readings, the tracing of guotations to their
originals, and the close attemtion paid to typographi-
cal details will all combine to make this editicn
specially convenient for the earnest reader.

PUBLISHERS



INTRODUCTION

'The Importance of the Upanishad

The Taittisiva ceccupies an important position
among the Upamshads on which Sri Shankaracharya
has chogen 1 write his famecs commentaries, techni-
caliy ealled Bhashyas in Sapskrit. While it is of
meduim size in extent, it contains all the important
doctrines of Vedanta more succintly, and perhaps, more
systematically set forth than in any other Upanishad
of gimilaz or smaller size. 11 is also one of the very
few Upznishads whose relation with the antecedent
and subsequent purtions of the recensicn of the
jarbeuiar Veda to which theyv pertain, can be deter-
mined without ditficulty, so that the development of
Vedic thovzht, can be traced from the Sambita down
to the Upanishad. Moreover it has a living interest for
the numerous foliowers of the Taittiriya Recension®
of the Krishna Yajurveda, as they can still find pious
Brahmins in Somth India, reciting it with proper
accent and intonation.

1, This recensiom is so pamed most probably becanse
Tittiri was the {ivst Bishi to present it in its traditional form. The
Puruoss, bowever bave o different story o tell in this connection,
Vien sage Yagoavalkys vomitied ont the Yajurveds ab the
bidding of his wrathful fescher, we are told, certain picus
Rishis avxious Lo secure the text, asswmed the form of Tittiri birds
axd sucked is up.  Ilenee the oame,



T
The Teaching of the Upanishad

The central alm of the Upanishad, is to  explain
how every qualified student can, by the method of
discriminating the five Krshas or <heaths enveloping
the Atmanr, reniize Brakman or Relity underiving all
phenomena, as his very self. As the revelation of this
method, is covered by the next two chapters, to be
expatinted en by the present writer in an eliborate
commentary on the Bhashya, the tfirst chapter alone,
generaily known as the Sikshavall, is being separately
presented now 1o the reader, a5 cuntaining preparatory
drseipline necessary for a genuine aspirant wishing to
enter upon that study.

Special features of Shankara’s Bhashya

1. As explained in the DBhashya, the three
chapters of this Uparishad form one whole containing
the doctrine ¢f the Brabmavidyva, which by dispelling
Avidya or Nescience of the true nature of Atman,
enables an aspirant to realize and rest for ever in his
own Self. On account of the nunierces Upasanas or
Meditations taught in the first chapter, however, one
is apt to lose sight of this main theme, and jurp to
the conclusion that the Upanishad solely treats of
Meditation on Brahman, which is to fructify in the
attainment of Brahman only after the practician has
shuffled off this mortal coil of a2 body. Many Bhashya-
karas, antecedent and subsequent to Shapkara, have
actually taken up this pesition, and have argued that
the frequent refercnce to Karma or ritual, is in their
favour since meditation and not Jnana as advecated
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by Shankara, is cimmible with the practice of
Karma. And some folluwers of the Mimamsa, have
zone 10 the length of maintaining that Karma alone
as taught in the psevious Kanda of the Vedas,
eonduces to final liberation, the portion treating cf
Brabma-vidya being, in their opinion, Arthavada or
merely enlizistic statemen: to be exrlained somehow
s bring subservient 1o Karma.

Sharkira has, in his Intrrduction and Supplement
to his Bhashya on the Shikshavalli, considered all
possible aliernative interpretations of the Vedic
Teaching with regard tc the means to Moksha, and
#fter a car«ful and thorough sifting cf the various
evidences, arrives at the irresistible conclusion that,
Vidya cr knowledge of Brahman as he conceives it
is the sole means to final liberation, since all bondage
is due 1o the ignorancs of the troe nature of the
Self as Brahman. As the beginner is likely to miss
the train of thought in the bhashya owing to certain
repetitions and the double meaning assigned to the
term Vidya, I have tried to restate the chief points
of the argament in the Sanskrit Introduction. It is
boped that the usefalness of this asalysis of the
Bhashya will be appreciated by the critical

tudent. !

2. Inthe course of the aforesaid argument,
Shankara has pointed out a fm:ib!e position that
nothing produced by effort can be eternal, and
hence Moksha being eternal, cannot be the effect
of either Karma, or Upasana or both combined.
At this stage the opponent urges that even what
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18 pridac d micht wel, be prrmanent on the strength
of a Vedic statement to that effect. Shankara now
brinzs furward the clinchmy argement (Para. 62) that
8 Vedic Tert is only a revealer of an eristent fact and
not @ creatar of something that is nof already thers.
Indeed, not even a hundred texts can produce some-
thing eternal, »vor make anything produced imperish-
able. Here is a principle of exezesis unrecognised
by any other Vedantic Schocl.  Even Pust-Shankara
Vedantins of the Advaitic School appear to ignore
this fundamental axiom when they appeal to Sruti as
the highest tribunal on certain contruverted postulates
in the face of reason based on universal experience.

3. Another important piece of argument in the
Bhashya, though not of much interest to the lay
reader, is seen in the exposure of the material fallacy
of the scholastics whose fantasy raises even non-
existence to the rank of a positive eatity, and attri-
butes quality, number and causel relation to that
figment. In the present Bhashya, the Karma-
Mimamsaka takes shelter under this fallacy when ke
argues {Para. 8) that Moksha can well be a negative
like the Pradhvamsa-Abhava or nom-existance after
destruction, and yet be produced like it. Shankara
shatters this logic-chopping by pointing out that it is
only a construction of imagination to believe that
non-existence is produced since non-existence does
not allow, like a positive entity, of any attribate or
act being ascribed to it and hence is deéveid of aii
distinctions-such as previous non-existence, inmtodl
non-existence or non-existence after destruction. For
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if iz were to have attribmies, it woullbea positive
zatiy and no lenger non-existence.

4. There are a few more features of the
Bhashya to which fuil justice cannot be done before
the study of the Upanishad as a whole is completed.
They have therefure been held over for consideration
i the Introdeetion te the Bhashya on the Ananda-
4t and the BRruavalll.

Sources for Notes

In the preparation of my Notes on the Bhashya,
1 have of course frequently consuited Anandagiri’s
{Gioss, Swresvara’s Vartikas and Sayana’s Bhashya
1s being the only avthoritative writings available on
the sobject. 1 have depended, however, more on
Shankara’s own statements in his other Bbashyas,
whenever these sources seemed to be in conflict with
cne arother, or what is more serious, with Shankara
himeelf- Anandagiri commonly but erroneously
believed to be the direct disciple of Shankara, is, as
has been shown in the Sanskrit Introduoction, a very
recent writer since he expressly refers to works like
the Tattvaloks and the Prakatartha. He mixes up
Post-Shankarite doctrines with gensine Shankara
teachings so much so, that I have had to guard the
stodent against some of his opinions ansupported or
even rejected by the Bhashya. Suresvara is very
brief in his Vartika and seems to merely summarize
the Bhashya on the Sikshavalli. Sayana, on the
other hand, is so elaborate that the ordinary student
scarcely sees the wood for the trees, and derives very



11

dttle Lelp in understanding some of Shaskara's terse
ard pithy “tatements. In these circumstances, | have
:r'ed to clarty mest of the diffictlt points in the
Bhasnya solely on the strength of the paralie
jassages elsewhere in Shankara's other Bhashyas.
This accounts ‘or the numercus citations from his
stier works interspersed throughout the Notes. How
iar I have succeeded in this attempt, the critical
reader alone is to judge. For myself, 1 regard this
«diting work more as a piece of service and devation
i the holy feet of that revered Teacher.

My Narayana Smaranams to Pandita Pravare
H. Anantha Murthy Sastrigal and Parakkaje Subrah-
wanya Bhatta, Vedanta Siromani and Visharad,
who have looked through the manuscript and offerel
some usefnl suyyestions.

Holenarsipur.
20-1-1961- EDITOR.
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